Potato planting time is here again--also catalogues of potato planting machinery. The most recent catalogue received was that of A. B. Farquhar Co., York, Pennsylvania, manufacturers of "Iron Age" machinery. Automatic and assisted feed planters in one-row, two-row and three-row models are finely illustrated. New types of fertilizer distributors for handling high or low analysis fertilizers are described in detail, also the new equipmerit for accurate spacing of seed pieces and for shallow or ridge methods of covering. This catalogue marks the most recent improvements made in potato planter design and should be of interest to all potato growers.
Review of Recent Literature
A very comprehensive and interesting report of experiments conducted in Aroostook County, comparing various apparently healthy commercial strains and tuber-lines of potatoes.
The tests were conducted in the five seasons 1922-1926, with seven Green Mountain strains from New York, Vermont, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, all apparently free from disease. In 1927 the tests included five Green Mountain strains and a substrain, from Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine and New Brunswick, all but one of which were introduced in the current year. Further comparisons were also made of different commercial strains of the Irish Cobbler, Spaulding Rose and Bliss Triumph varieties, after the removal of plants with recognizable diseases.
The tuber lines used in the experiment were selected in 1923 from a commercial strain of the Green Mountain variety.
The general conclusions of the authors are as follows:
"(a) Commercial strains of the same variety may perhaps differ in the same set of conditions, due to inherent differences in nature, with respect to yielding power, tuber weight, and tuber shape. However, if they do this, the fact is very difficult to demonstrate convincingly because of the comparatively great, effects of various environmental conditions upon the character-
Corrosive Sublimate Mercury Oxide Technical Yellow
Seed Treatment increases yield of potatoes and controls Rhizoctonia diseases. Also helps to prevent seed piece decay.
Full directions with additional information mailed upon request. The author used lime, sulphuric acid, and sulphur to vary soil reaction sufficiently to afford a pH range of about 4.3 to 7.0 in a study of the effects of this facto,r on growth and yield of potatoes, cauliflower, peas, beans, onions, lettuce, spinach, beets and carrots. His experiments were done during the years 1926-1929 and involve 130 plots arranged in two series. The soil is naturally about pH 5.0 and classed as Sassafras loam. The work was designed to help the Long Island grower with some of the problems involved in growing both potatoes and cauliflower in the same cropping system. A fairly complete review of literature covering the work done on the relation of soil reaction to (1) plant distribution, (2) plant growth, (3) toxic substances absorbed by the plant, (4) plant nutrition, (5) the incidence of certain diseases and (6) the optimum yield of specific crops is given.
Results with potatoes show that soil reaction should be maintained between pH 4.8 and 5.4 if this crop is to be grown on the same soil year after year. Maximum yields were obtained at pH 5.0 to 5.6. Scab did not become a serious factor usually until the pH value reached or exceeded 5.6 but this point varied with the season. E. V. Hardenburg.
$14.83 Profit From 36 Cents Worth or IMPROVED SEMESAN BEL
There are few sound practmes t h a t will r e t u r n $14.83 on 36 cents cost for materials. Yet this profit of $14.83 resulted from disinfection of seed potatoes with I m p r o v e d S e m e s a n B e l --a n d at a cost of only 36 cents.
Thirty-five a n d f o u r -t e n t h s bushels of potatoes a n acre was the average increase in yield secured in d e m o n s t r a t i o n s with Improved S e m e s a n Bel on practical f a r m s in Maine, Minnesota, Oh!o, Pennsylvania, a n d New York. This increased yield of 35.4 bushels priced at 42.9 cents a b u s h e l --t h e December, 1931, f a r m price---is worth $15.19; deduct the cost of t r e a t i n g 20 bushels of seed per acre with S e m e s a n Bel b o u g h t at the 25 pound rate, or 36 c e n t s --a n d the profit is $14.83 per acre, or 4117% r e t u r n on the m o n e y spent for disinfectant. S u c h profits justify seed t r e a t m e n t as a regular f a r m practice.
Improved S e m e s a n Bel, at a cost of only 1~.~ to 3c a bushel, offers you better control of scab ,and Rhizoctonia carried on the seed. Greater protection to seed pieces f r o m decay. Better stands. More consistent increases in yields. Larger proportion of prime quality tubers. Bigger potato profits.
D I P , T H E N P L A N T !
T h e I m p r o v e d S e m e s a n Bel t r e a t m e n t is quick, easy, a n d effective. No special or costly treating devices are necessary. One p o u n d of Improved S e m e s a~ Bel mixed in 7V, gallons of water will treat 60-80 bushels of seed potatoes. Dip, drain, cut, a n d plant. T h a t ' s all.
Over a period of years, according to our tests, you m a y expect an average increase in yield of about 10% f r o m Improved S e m e s a n Bel. G e t this h a n dsome profit by using every year this quick, easy, effective, a n d inexpensive potato dip.
F R E E S E E D T R E A T I N G C H A R T
Here's a v~lu~ble help! A complete Seed T r e a t i n g Chart, giving quick inf o r m a t i o n on seed t r e a t m e n t for all crops. And absolutely free! Ask your dealer for C h a r t a n d new potato p h a m p l e t , or write to us. 
